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FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
 C R A I G  W O O L L A R D

Paul preached to the Athenian philosophers, "From one man God made every nation of the human race, that
they should inhabit the whole earth" (Acts 17:26). At OLM, we welcome the diversity of our students and staff.
As someone born in London, being half-English and half-Welsh, who emigrated to Brazil, and, as a gringo, I
adore this country’s great diversity, in terms of its people, its landscape, its languages, its cultures, arts and
heritage; this is why I love Brazil so much. 

Studying and interacting with people from different cultures must go far beyond the superficiality of the three
f’s of flags, food and festivals if we are genuinely to connect with others. OLM prides itself on being "A Catholic
American School whose mission is to educate the whole person for global understanding."

Brazil’s demographics have changed enormously over a relatively short period of time. In 1950, men were
expected to live, on average, for just 49.1 years; women only to 52.6 years. In 2020, those figures rose to 73.3
years for men and 80.1 years for women. In 1955, there were more rural dwellers (59%) than urban dwellers
(41%). However, in 2020, only 12% of the population lived in rural areas, with 88% of citizens living in cities and
towns. In 2019, the population of Brazil speaks approximately 228 languages, of which 217 are indigenous, and
11 new languages arrived with immigrants. Change is indeed rapid.

As you can see from this month’s Newsletter, OLM’s demographics are varied and fascinating, and that is
something we should certainly celebrate every day.



JUNE  IMPORTANT  DATES

1: Middle School MAP Test/Reading

2: Middle School MAP Test /Language

3: Corpus Christie (no classes)

4: Half-day (MS/HS)- Staff Development

7: 2nd Grade MAP Test/Language

8: 1st and 2nd Grades  MAP Test/Reading

9: 1st and 2nd Grades  MAP Test/Math

10 and 11: 1st and 2nd Grades' segunda chamada 

12: High School Graduation

14: 3rd and 4th Grades  MAP Test/Language

15: 3rd and 4th Grades  MAP Test/Reading

16: 3rd and 4th Grades  MAP Test/Math

17 and 18: 3rd and 4th Grades' segunda chamada 

18: Pre-School children wear Festa Junina clothing

19: Senior Dinner

24: Senior Kinder Graduation

25: 4th Grade Conclusion Mass  

25: Transition Meeting with 4th Grade Parents

28: 5th Grade Parent Meeting

29: 6th Grade Parent Meeting



Phonics: 
Let’s learn about the

digraph sh

Writing 
tricky words 

with playdough

Coloring the
words that rhyme 

Mother’s Day, a very important day for our children and their
families, was celebrated with great affection, joy and love this
year. The Pre-School children and their teachers carried out
activities celebrating this date with great enthusiasm and joy.

MOTHER'S DAY AND OTHER
ACTIVITIES IN PRE-SCHOOL

Making some silly
soup using only

objects       
that have the initial

sound beginning
with “a”

 Happy Mother's Day



We are super happy that this year we will be able to administer the MAP
testing to all our students in Elementary School! Our students will take the
tests in the classroom under their teacher's guidance and supervision. A letter
with details regarding the MAP testing was sent home last week.

We are now beginning to wrap up the School year and implementing our
comprehensive transition program to make sure it is a smooth one for all our
students. Included in the program are student visits to next year’s classrooms,
meeting their new teachers, and learning about the new expectations as they
grow older and more autonomous. Parents will be invited to a final meeting
with their child’s current teacher and will also meet their child’s new teachers.
The amazing work our students have done this School year will also be
showcased! 

Behind the scenes, we are busy assessing our students’ learning in English,
Portuguese, and Math, and meeting with next year’s teachers to make sure
there are no academic gaps in this very turbulent year. Counselors in different
divisions are meeting to discuss any interventions some students are
receiving and to make sure those interventions are continued as the students
enter or exit the Elementary School. Finally, we will celebrate our 4th Graders’
passage to the Middle School with a special Mass, which parents will be able
to attend using a link that will be sent with the invitation.

The class representatives’ monthly meeting took place on Thursday. Special
thanks to those parents who sent their questions and concerns to their
representative, who will report back to their groups as soon as possible. If you
have any individual questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us.    

Please keep safe and let’s pray that life will soon go back to normal.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL



The Spirit Week started on Monday, 24 May, and will end on 11
June. In the first two weeks (from 24 May to 4 June), students
may come to School wearing the assigned color of each day.

Our students have also been enjoying our Middle School
projects and fun activities!

Fifth Grade students, for instance, used their new knowledge
about volume to build miniatures of 3D objects. Then, they
calculated the volume of both the real object and the models
that they built. They colored, cut, and assembled nets of
rectangular prisms. 

The Middle School students have been very excited with our first
Spirit week, in which we encourage the integration and
socialization of Middle School students, teachers and other
members of the School staff. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL



We have faced so many storms over this past year, locally and globally, and because of all this, I
think it is critical that we emphasize our resilience as a group. We approach the conclusion of
this School year amidst a pandemic context that is still so challenging. We recognize families,
students, teachers, coordination, and school management in our ability to reinvent ourselves,
overcome adversity, and deal with the many losses inherent within this period. We celebrate
the ability of all of us who exercise the function of being educators to care for the promotion of
a powerful, welcoming, and human learning environment. 

In times of crisis, teaching young people resilience and compassion, the care of self, of others,
and of the collective good, is a great privilege and opportunity. As a School, and as a clinical
psychologist, I also understand that it is my professional responsibility to spread knowledge
regarding mental health issues. This has been one of my focuses as a High School counselor. I
share below for you an article from The New York Times about the importance of being aware
of our mental states, especially in the context of a pandemic, and to talk about mental health in
a broader and more open way. Our psychological well-being directly influences the learning
process, our motivation, focus, and memory.    
New York Times article

HIGH SCHOOL

 
Did you 

know that...

Júlia Afonso Addum, from 9th
Grade A, is representing Brazil in
the North American 2021
Optimist Championship in 
Nuevo Vallarta, Mexico.
Go, Julia, go!

After attending the Global Issues Network in Lima, Peru, in 2019, a
group of students decided to create the Greenspiration Project,
whose motto is to inspire souls to live greener. 

It's time to say goodbye to the Seniors who made the project
come true and inspire others to care for our planet to make it a
better place to live in.

Please enjoy the interview with the Seniors: Maria Clara Perez,
Manuela Pinheiro and  Fernanda Teixeira.   Greenspiration video 

Thank you, girls, and let's make sure Greenspiration lives on
forever!  Greenspiration Instagram

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/19/well/mind/covid-mental-health-languishing.html
https://youtu.be/eDBrGBYjKi4
https://www.instagram.com/greenspirationproject/




In the Catholic liturgical calendar, May is the month in which Mary, the holy mother of our
Lord Jesus Christ is celebrated for her holiness. Despite the different titles that may refer to
places of apparition or the attributes she has, Mary is a role model for all of us. Her example
of gentleness, solidarity, service and silence brings us closer to Jesus Christ. Our Lady of
Mercy school was handed over to her protection. We do not need to be afraid because we
have a heavenly mother who always cares for us. The students at OLM are taught to love and
obey Mary. 

Our Lady of Mercy, pray for us!

Pre-School

and

Elementary

School

students

learn about

Mary.







In 2021, a virtual race was launched by Graded School in São Paulo and had the participation
of International Schools in South America. It has provided a motivating, safe and positive
experience of daily physical activity, friendly competition and community spirit for their
respective students, coaches and faculty. The results and responses were fantastic: fourteen
schools from seven countries (Brazil, Argentina, Peru, Chile, Panama, Columbia, and Uruguay),
two hundred and seventy-five students running at least one event, eighty-seven
coaches/teachers running at least one event, 692 event submissions, over 1,600km collective
km logged.

 
OLM teachers challenged students to participate in a video and they answered the calling.
OLM students and teachers participated in the 1Km, 3Km and 5Km races, and we are proud of
our competitors and their fair play. OLM Girls took Second Place in the 3km Team Result, and
Fifth Place in the 1km Team Result. Congratulations, Lancers!

 
Please follow the link to find out more: Graded Eagles Virtual Cross Country Meet (April/May
2021) - RESULTS LEADERBOARD

 
As part of the Physical Education Brazilian Program, the Elementary School students had the
opportunity to learn more about the history of Capoeira in Brazil. The 1st and 2nd Grades had
a class with Mr.Davi (Mico-Preto), a well-known Capoeira Master, and the 3rd and 4th Grades
did some research about Capoeira, and later gave a group presentation.

 
Please find below the link to access the videos:

 
 

Graded Eagles Virtual Cross Country

1st Grade A - Capoeira

2nd Grade A - Capoeira

 3rd Grade - Capoeira

1st Grade B - Capoeira

2nd Grade B - Capoeira

4th Grade - Capoeira

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vREomyzD57A4lxKWYpb-acnkPU4gjIDzpi45yH-zsuvDQZeaPA54eFkdHOUAZOFrhF3EO1jsw0t7HDT/pubhtml?urp=gmail_link
https://youtu.be/McF32pTCa0M
https://youtu.be/dwf_Xg9f0IY
https://youtu.be/eihgzumVj_A
https://youtu.be/eihgzumVj_A
https://youtu.be/Kct1p2-FjAs
https://youtu.be/IPQSBgIy6ZE
https://youtu.be/isCNQZpCpdc




I would like to thank all students for your
commitment to the project, My home, Your home.

We received many donations of books and letters
from students from all Grades to make sure we
give a warm welcome to Venezuelan refugee
children who live in shelters in Roraima.

These donations will be delivered to the founder
of this Project, the Journal Joca in São Paulo, and
their staff will be able to personally deliver the
books and the letters delivered from around the
country.

Thank you so much to the whole OLM Community!

THANK YOU!





D E V E L O P E R S

O F  T H E  F U T U R E

7TH AND 8TH

GRADES

W R I T E  A N D  I N T E R P R E T  P R O G R A M M I N G

L A N G U A G E S ;  

D E V E L O P  M O B I L E  A P P L I C A T I O N S  ( C E L L

P H O N E S ,  T A B L E T S ,  A N D  I P A D S ) .

E X E R C I S I N G  C O D E  R E A D I N G .

I D E A L I Z I N G  A N D  P L A N N I N G  T H E

A P P L I C A T I O N .

T R A N S C R I B I N G  I D E A S  I N T O  A L G O R I T H M S .

P R O G R A M M I N G  I N  T H E  A P P  L A B  A N D

C H E C K I N G  T H E  C O D E S  I N  J A V A S C R I P T .

C O R R E C T I N G  B U G S  A N D  E R R O R S .

P R E S E N T I N G  T H E  A P P L I C A T I O N  T O  T H E

C L A S S  A N D  T H E  S C H O O L  C O M M U N I T Y .  

T H E  P R O J E C T :  A P P  D E V E L O P M E N T

A I M S :

T O O L S :  J A V A S C R I P T ,  H T M L ,  A N D  A P P  L A B

H O W :





On May 21st, we celebrated the World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and
Development, a United Nations-sanctioned international holiday. This important day
captures our attention to the fact that three quarters of the world’s conflicts have a
cultural dimension. Therefore, enhancing empathy and understanding between
people every day is an urgent priority, as is the need to break down social and
cultural barriers to achieve acceptance; these lead us to achieve peace and stability.
 
OLM’s community has a very culturally diverse population. Among our students,
educators, and staff members, there are people from Brazil, the USA, the United
Kingdom, Canada, Venezuela, Argentina, Guinea-Bissau, Gambia, Italy, Spain,
Switzerland, Ireland, Portugal, France, and Malaysia — members from 15 different
nationalities, and countless descendants of immigrants from all over the world. It is
extremely important for our School’s community to understand and celebrate the
differences that make us unique.
 
To celebrate this important day, the Learning Resource Center invited students,
teachers, and members of our School’s staff to collaborate in making a cultural
diversity tree in which the colorful leaves were made by drawing around hands to
represent the diverse origins and cultures found at OLM. We thank more than eighty
participants who took part in this project to increase awareness in our community,
and for their eagerness to make our world more inclusive. Cultural diversity means
the world to us.   

The flourishing tree of cultural diversity





Lettuce salad;
Salad bowl (one leaf, one raw vegetable and one kind of grain or cooked vegetable);
Parboiled rice
Brown rice;
Black beans and a bean and vegetable broth  for Pre-School and Elementary School only;
Two different kinds of protein;
One side dish; 
Boiled and/or stewed vegetable;
One kind of fruit per day;
A sweet once a week (in addition to the fruit);
Fruit juice and mineral water.

Still constrained by the Covid-19 standards requirements, we would like to share with you some
details about our food service provided at this time.
Each day we offer:
 

 
Our students are served by the kitchen staff, and we keep the seats in the cafeteria separated
by acrylic partitions.
We are in constant communication and exchange ideas with our consultants, so that we can
return as soon as possible to our normal, individual self-service again.


