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Our Lady of Mercy School pioneered its participation at the AASSA Global 

Issues Network Conference of the Americas (GIN) in Quito, Ecuador in October 

2013, and since then has been taking our name to international recognition in the 

following years. Our contribution to pressing world problems includes both 

environmental and social causes. Our first mark was left by middle school students in 

Quito (GIN 2013) while committed to building “Ecological Houses” - life-size houses 

from recyclable material.( http://www.olm-olmatters2013-2014.com/#!gin-project/c16qt 

). In Buenos Aires (GIN 2014 - Argentina), it was high schoolers who expressed 

commitment while raising awareness and respect for traffic rules that help ensure road 

safety with the moto “Share the Road – Share the Idea” – the first approach of 

“OLMobility”. (http://www.olm-olmatters2013-2014.com/#!olmobility-share-the-road---

share-the-i/c1wet ).  This year in Rio de Janeiro (GIN 2015 - Brazil), both OLM middle 

and high students were able to spread the word about “Green Printing” ( 

http://www.olm-olmatters.com/#!green-challenges/c1fv )  and “Share the Road: Risky 

Behavior”, ( http://www.olm-olmatters.com/#!risky-behavior---olmobility-20/c1p0l ), 

respectively.   

Our high school stars were Gabriella Nothaft (class of 2018’), Isabela Lopes 

(class of 2018’), Laís Loureiro (class of 2018’), Leonardo Freitas (class of 2017’), 

Mariana D’Annunciação (class of 2018’) and Paula Camara (class of 2017’). For the 

third consecutive time, Isabela Lopes (class of 2018’) has been an active participant of 

the AASSA Global Issues Network (GIN) international conference. In GIN 2013, she 

was engaged in the environmental project “Ecological Houses” while in middle school. 

In the following year, in high school, she represented our school tackling the problem of 

urban mobility in GIN 2014, with the project “OLMobility”. In the current year (GIN 

2015), she gave continuity to the previous project focusing on risky behaviors with 

“OLMobility 2.0”. It addressed crucial issues towards the development of youth 

responsible behaviors while driving, such as misuse of cellphones, and drink-driving. 

The following narrative expresses her views and feelings during the three intensive 

days at the Conference, in the eyes of a committed enGINeer: 
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“DAY 1 

Today was our first conference day. Almost as if by karma, this very day also 

started with our bus being late. Fortunately, that did not harm us in any way. 

The bus ride was calm; the arrive at EARJ, a shock. I don't think I've ever been 

to a larger- or greener- school. Those people literally study in the middle of a 

forest, also having a beautiful view from their very tall school buildings. We got 

a chance to savor that during our school tour. Right after that, all of the 

delegates and their teachers gathered in the auditorium. Stepping into the 

professional looking air-conditioned space was a relief, considering the 

strong sun and high temperatures. We went through our opening ceremony, 

also listening to some speeches and presentations. After that, something quite 

unusual: we actually had a small period of meditation, which as surely a 

welcome break from our busy conference routines. We then welcomed the very 

first keynote speaker, the acclaimed Brazilian visual artist Vik Muniz, who 

showed us all a bit of his work throughout the years, which included things like 

working with poor people in huge projects, such as the one he did for Louis 

Vuitton, a documentary that was an Academy Award nominee, and artwork 

made with a very, very unusual material: human liver cells. Such thing was 

made possible with the aid of MIT scientists. It was time for the first film festival, 

where different schools from several countries (even one from Jamaica!) would 

introduce their projects. We each then headed to our preferred presentation. 

After that, we had lunch and joined our Global Village groups. With them, we 

had ice-breakers, small activities to get to know each other better. We also had 

something called a Sustainability Station, where we visited places such as 

EARJ's own "museum". Heading to the auditorium once more, we welcomed 

our second keynote speaker, later watching another student film festival and 

then choosing more presentations to watch. After that, our day had come to an 

end, and it was time to leave. Overall, I can say we were pretty pleased with our 

first GIN day. 

 

 



DAY 2 

This day was definitely very different from the last. To start with, we woke up 

extra early, heading to the school for one last rehearsal. Secondly, we weren't 

headed straight to EARJ. We first had a stop in Jardim Botânico, for a 

scavenger hunt with our Global Villages. Even though it was extremely hot, and 

the mosquitos were plentiful, the experience was pretty cool. Lastly, it was also 

the day of our presentation. After the scavenger hunt, we headed to the school, 

starting the conference. Our routine was quite similar. A presentation, a five-

minute meditation, and on to our next keynote speaker... It was time for the 

student film festival. We watched the videos, and then chose which workshop 

we would attend. After the presentations, we had lunch, which surprisingly (and 

very unfortunately) had no meat or proteins, for that matter (due to something 

about a carbon footprint, or the net amount of carbon we place in the world). 

After our lunch, we had our global village meetings, also attending sustainability 

stations, going hiking in a small track inside the school property, or coming up 

with solutions to specific problems. It was time for the second keynote and film 

festival. Some of us quickly left the auditorium, in order to set up the classroom 

where we were going to present. We were all anticipating the moment when our 

video would show. It was second to last. Our song filled the room, and we could 

hear the audience gasp at some of the scenes. We cheered before and after it, 

and were able to make a pretty good amount of noise, thanks to our middle 

school girls, who will present a project with Ms. Mendes, who were there to 

support us. As soon as it ended, we rushed back to the classroom, giving it a 

few finishing touches and preparing to welcome our audience. Everything went 

perfectly. The room was full, the presentation went smoothly, and so did the 

interactions. After a small snack, it was time to go. The day went by quickly, and 

we were all happy. It was definitely a success. I can't think of anything that 

could have been better!  

 

 

 



DAY 3 

After two days of waking up early, reviewing our presentation, and watching 

others’, this was our very last GIN conference day. It was also the day when our 

middle school girls would present their project: Green Printing. We arrived early 

at our school, as usual, and then headed to EARJ, the GIN conference host 

school. We began our day at the auditorium, listening to our very last keynote 

speaker and other presenters, also watching the last student film festival, 

cheering when the name “Green Printing” came up on the screen. We then 

went straight up to watch our students’ workshop. The girls’ project presentation 

went just as smoothly as ours had! Once again, we were all pleased and very 

happy. It was time to say goodbye to our Global Village groups then. After three 

days of laughing, discussing, and getting to know each other, I guess we can all 

say that we meant at least one person we can now call a friend. I know I did! 

After saying our goodbyes and goofing around a bit more (my global village 

joined with two others and had a dancing competition), we headed to the 

auditorium for the closing ceremony, and also for a speech prepared by Jean 

François Rischard, the man who came up with the 20 Global Issues that serve 

as the base for GIN, himself. Even though he wasn’t there to present, his words 

came across to all of us, making us even more aware of how pressing these 

problems are. After the closing ceremony, where organizers, teachers, and staff 

received lots of applause from the audience, we went after our bus and… 

Surprise! It wasn’t there. Again! Exactly like the first day. In the end, it showed 

up, but so did some of the parents, who decided they would pick up their kids 

themselves. We returned to the school, now prepared for a Halloween party. I 

guess it is safe to say that we had a great time, and that we all look forward 

more experiences like this one.” 

Isabela Lopes 

Class of 2018’ 

 

 

 



Our six middle school representatives (class of 2020’) Isabella Couto, 

Joliette Vos, Katya Bayon, Marina Koria, Rosario Konortoff and Sofia Guedes 

participated at the Gin Conference for their very first time. Since March 2015, 

the team has been involved in reducing the amount of copy paper used in our 

printers by changing printing practices and establishing a greener routine 

among middle schoolers. After five months of analyzing PAPERCUTTM reports, 

calculating and setting individual goals they succeeded in spreading the world. 

Their project “Cut Paper, not Trees!” was presented in the last day of the 

Conference and they were able to get their message across through a dynamic 

workshop.  Their experience was also very positive and memorable, as follows: 

“GIN (Global Issues Network) is a yearly conference held among 

American schools in South America, that, fortunately, I was able to participate. 

As it was my very first conference, I had no idea what to expect or how it would 

work, but at the end everything was fine. My team members and I had put all 

our efforts in our project, "Cut Paper, Not Trees!", and when we were finally 

able to present it and say that our project was a success, it was a great relief. 

As tiring as it can be, I would do it all over again. Not only did GIN make me 

more conscious and aware of problems and their possible solutions but it also 

allowed me to interact with students from my own school as well as people from 

other countries. Being able to attend to amazing projects and lectures from 

other students and famous speakers opened my eyes to new solutions and 

ideas for problems that have a much larger scale than what I had ever 

imagined. I never thought that I would say this, but as cheesy as it can get, GIN, 

even being a three day event, allowed me to grow so much. All in all, GIN was a 

great experience filled with wonderful memories and inside jokes that will 

forever be in my heart.” 

-Isabela Couto 

 

“I really liked the GIN. It is very nice and educational conference. I 

learned a lot of things in GIN. One of the things I learned was that our planet is 

really getting polluted but I also believe that every single person in the world can 

make a difference to help the planet. There were a lot of ideas in GIN that could 



make our world a better place. You also get to know a lot of people at GIN. It 

was very nice and if I was given another opportunity, I would love to go again.” 

-Joliette Vos 

 “My experience in GIN was pretty interesting. I watched great 

workshops. I went through some embarrassing moments and ate like 

vegetarians do. We were all divided into global villages (different groups) so we 

could get to know people from other countries but I didn’t make any friends. 

When we presented our project, there weren’t a lot of people because it was on 

Saturday and many schools had already returned to their homes before the 

conference ended. I believe I did pretty well at GIN.”  

-Katya Bayon 

“GIN was a very cool and different experience for me. I learned a lot, and 

was able to debate about many issues of the modern world. I also had a great 

time with my friends since this was something new for all of us. I will never 

forget it, and hope to go again when I'm in High School.” 

-Marina Lamas 

“What I really liked about GIN were the activities we did, such as the 

bamboo activity (sustainable construction) and the scavenger hunt at the 

Botanical Garden. I also liked the speakers Bianca le Breton and John Liu, they 

said really important things about conservation and restoration of degraded 

areas. The conference really made me realize that our world is getting worse, 

but it is not impossible to fix things. There is really a solution- we just need the 

rest of the world to collaborate! I was amazed by how they used social media to 

spread the ideas and to incentive others to help the environment. I also liked the 

staff members, like my village group leader (Andres). They were really nice and 

did a really good job organizing the conference.”  

-Rosario Konortoff 

 



“In the GIN conference, we made new friends and had the opportunity to 

socialize with people from other places as well as to understand more about 

their culture. It is not only fun, it also requires a mature and behaved attitude 

from both students and teachers. There were many serious performances 

addressing the problems of the world. GIN Conference made me start thinking 

about how I could help the world, even with small and individual acts. I think I 

gained more maturity, wisdom and comprehension with it and I am willing to go 

again in 2017”.    

-Sofia Guedes 

 
OLM students were accompanied by Ms. Freire (HS Math teacher), Dr. 

Mendes (MS Science teacher) and Ms. Xavier (Yearbook advisor), who proudly 

assisted the teams’ workshops and were amazed by students’ behavior, 

maturity and commitment to such an important international academic event. 

Not only did the lectures provide food for thought but they also allowed 

interaction between teachers and students while opening discussions and 

broadening ideas for future projects to make our school community a greener 

place and much more enjoyable and fair to live.  


