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ISA World Adaptive Surfing Championship 2015

In  September  24-27,  La  Jolla,  California  hosted  to  the  inaugural  ISA  World  Adaptive  Surfing 
Championship presented by Challenged Athletes Foundation, Hurley, Stance and the City of San 
Diego. Gathering more than 70 adaptive surfers from 18 countries, this championship marked the 
largest international Adaptive Surfing competition of its kind to date, taking place at the classic 
Southern California beach break of La Jolla Shores.

The 2015 ISA World Adaptive Surfing Championship was officially inaugurated with the Opening 
Ceremony in San Diego’s iconic Balboa Park. Influential members of the San Diego community and 
Surf Industry, such as Mayor Kevin Faulconer and surf legend Rob Machado were also present. The  
celebration  began with  the Parade of  Nations.  Each country  carried  their  national  flags  while 
parading through the picturesque walkways of Balboa Park, led by ISA President Fernando Aguerre, 
ISA Officials and Judges.

The Parade ended at the Spreckels Organ Pavilion where the ceremony continued. Following the 
dignitaries’  speeches,  every  nation  participated  in  the  Sands  of  the  World  Ceremony.  Two 
members from each team took to the main stage pouring sand from their local beach into the glass 
container  while  waving  their  national  flag.  The  Ceremony  symbolizes  the  peaceful  gathering 
nations of the world through surfing.

The opening day of competition took place in clean, glassy conditions, as athletes competed for a 
chance to surf in the Finals on Sunday. Athletes from all four divisions, Stand, Upright, Prone and 
Assist, made the most of the 2-3 foot waves at La Jolla Shores, executing impressive carves and  
maneuvers. “The first round of competition was absolutely amazing! Seeing all of the athletes on 
the beach cheering and rooting for their country and the other countries was so inspirational. 
Every one of these athletes has a unique story that has led them to this ISA World Championship. It 
is a beautiful thing to see them in one place, forming new friendships and paving the road for the  
future growth and development of Adaptive Surfing around the world.” ISA President Fernando 
Aguerre.

On Saturday, September 26th, the global Adaptive Surfing community gathered at the Deni + Jeff 
Jacobs  Challenged Athletes  Center  in  San  Diego for  the  ISA Adaptive  Surfing  Symposium.  The 
objective  was to raise  awareness,  share best  practices,  and initiate  a  conversation about  how 
Surfing can play an ongoing and vital role in enriching the lives of physically challenged athletes. 
After the panel of athletes, Adaptive Surfing organizations took to the stage including Jesse Billauer 
from Life Rolls On Foundation, Cara Troy from AccesSurf, Betty Michalewicz-Kragh from the Naval 
Medical Center San Diego (NMCSD) and Luana Nobre from Brazil’s ADAPTSURF.
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The inaugural event culminated on Sunday at La Jolla Shores in grand fashion, crowning the first-
ever ISA World Adaptive Surfing Champions. Demonstrating the international profile of this ISA 
World  Championship,  the  Gold  Medalists  from  four  continents  were  greeted  by  a  crowd  of 
thousands.  Adaptive surfers from 18 countries cheered them on,  showcasing the international 
support that has been evident throughout the competition.

The newly crowned Gold Medalists were Bruno Hansen (DEN) in Prone, Jesse Billauer (USA) in 
Assist, Mark “Mono” Stewart (AUS) in Stand and Fellipe Lima (BRA) in Upright. Fellipe, who made 
history as the first athlete to receive a Gold Medal, said: “I couldn’t be happier than I am now. It’s 
amazing to see this ISA World Championship happen. It has always been my dream, not just to be a 
World Champion, but also to see the sport grow. This is just the start.”

USA’s Jesse Billauer got out to an early lead in the Assist Final that he never lost, earning Gold for 
the host country. Taking the Silver was fan favorite, 10-year-old Davi Teixeira from Brazil, followed 
by Juan Martin De Posadas from Uruguay with Bronze and the only female medalist, Darian Haynes 
from Hawaii with Copper.

Bruno Hansen from Denmark put on an impressive performance en route to taking the Gold Medal  
in  Prone.  USA  Team  Captain,  Christiaan  Bailey,  finished  with  the  Silver  Medal,  Spain’s  Alvaro 
Bayona with Bronze and USA’s Ryan Baker with Copper. Hansen explained, “I’ve been training hard 
for ten years, trying to get my mind in the right place. I lost my way completely and Surfing brought 
me back to where I am.”

The  Stand  Final  wrapped up  the  event  in  dramatic  fashion.  Australia’s  Mark  “Mono”  Stewart 
narrowly earned the Gold Medal  with a  heat total  of  11.13,  edging out South Africa’s  Antony 
Smyth’s score of 10.66. Rounding out the heat were Brazil’s Alcino “Pirata” Neto with Bronze and 
Hawaii’s Mike Coots with Copper.

ISA  President  Fernando  Aguerre  spoke  after  the  Closing  Ceremony:  “This  is  an  ISA  World 
Championship that will be talked about for years to come. Adaptive Surfing history has been made 
in La Jolla. I would like to congratulate the four athletes that received Gold Medals, but also at all  
69 competitors who took part in this historic competition. All of the athletes will return home as  
ambassadors  of  Adaptive  Surfing.  This  is  only  the  start  of  something  much bigger  and wider 
reaching that we will see grow and develop in the years to come.”
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